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Another ExtraU of a Letter written from Midleton in War- 
wickihwc to the Pul//r/her Jttly ic^^' Ay Francis WiUugh- 
by Efquire-j about ^the tiatcbing oj a kind oj Bee , lodged in 
OldWdlom. 

T^He Cartrages that I got ^lA- 
a .*! -r- ir L * See two lerterscon- 

//re/'*IlearaTwcItmonthagO, owning this martrr, m 

do npw almo'ft every day afford me isvmb. 65. of tbeie Xranf- 
a Bee-y and I can hear them gnawing '^'^'^^ 
out their way before I fee them: So chat there is nothing ir- 
regular in the way of breeding of thefe Bees t, But the con- 
trivancejofCodand Nature in it is very admirable. Having 
Ihut their yong ones in thofe Cels with fufficient provifion» 
they all, as well the uppertnoftas lowermoil, before Win- 
ter come to their full growth, or are turn'd into INympkaii 
in vvhichcondition they are defigned to lye all Winter, as 
themoft of lnie£ti do. The next Summer thofe muft 
neceffarily be firft excited out of their torpor, and chan- 
ged integers by the external heat and ayr, that lye next 
It. If any be laid fo late, that they have not time enough 
tocomc totheftate o£Nympha's before Winter, they vvill 
moft certainly dye ^ and then it is no tofs nor inconveni- 
ence, though their Cells be perforated. 

The Scnlop.ndra^ fpoken of by the German Phiiofophcrs 
mi^umb, ^8./».2o82. §.5i.ofthe fran/acieons, is that which 
is oUr Bruehusy defcnbed by Muffet , in the latter part of 
h^s Chapter ^/e^^w///, p, 202. 1 (aw it in the Cloiftcrs of 
Trm//^ Colledg.- in Cambridge^ 12 or ig years ago. It Ihall 
go hard, bur I will fend you lome fhortly. I am, ^c. 

A further Accompt of the Stellar Fifh ; farmerly defcnbed in 
Numb. 57. p. 115^; with the Addition of fume other Cu^ 
riojities. 

THis Accompt was communicated by the fame Gen- 
tleman, that imparted the former, in a Letter writ- 
leufrom Bojionin Ne^v England OU, 25,1670. as followeth > 

Sin€e- 
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— Since my former, I fouad out the Fiflier maci, who 
brought that Stellar Fijh from Sea. I asked all the queftu 
ous i could think needful concerning it. \ undeiftood 
from him, that he never faw nor heard of any buc thofe 
few, that were taken by himfelf , which were not above 
fix or feven in all, and thofe at feveral times, not far from 
the Shoals of ]>^ ant ucket [•which is an liland upon the Coaft 
oiNevp England^') when he wasfiihing for Cod, and fuch 
like Marchantablc fifli. Ihis Stellar Fi/by when it was a- 
live, and firft pull'd out of the water, was like a basket, 
and had gathered it fclf round like a Wicker-basket , ha» 
ving taken faft hold upon that bait on the hook, which 
he had funk down to the bottom to catch other Fiih, and 
having held ^/^o^ within the furrounding brachia, would 
not let it gOjthough drawn up into the VefTel ; until by ly- 
ing a while on the Deck , it fck fhe want of its natural E- 
lement.and then voluntarily it extended it felf into, th^ flat 
round form, in which it. appear'd when prefented to your 
view. 

What motion thefe filhes had in the water, could not be 
known tohim.for the water was deep5& they could not be 
feen in any other form than fo gather 'd up together to hold 
faft the bait. 1 he only ufe that could be diicern'd of all 
that curious compofure wherewith Nature had adorned it, 
feems to be, to make it as apurfenet to catch fomc other 
fiih or any other thing fit for its food, and as a basket of 
ftore to keep fome of it for future fupply, or as a recepta- 
cle to preferve and defend the young ones of the fame 
kind from fiih of prey ; if not to feed on them alio 
(which appears probable the one or the other ; ) for that 
fometimes there were found pieces of Mackerel within 
that concave : And he told me, that once he caught one, 
which had within the hollow of its embraccments a very 
fmallfiihof the fame kind, together with fome piece or 
pieces of an other filli, which was judged to be of a Mac* 
kercl. And that fmall one ('tis hke) was kept either for 
its prefervation or for food to the greater j but being a- 
live, it feems moft likely it was there lodged foriafety, 
except it were accidentally drawn within the net, toge- 
ther 
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ther with that piece of fifti, upon which it might be then 
feeding. 

He told me further, that every one of thofe fmalleft 
parts* had motion when it was a- 
live, and a tenacious ftrength ; but ^.^ iJ'^itV'i?'" '' '^" 
after it was dead and extended to a 
flat round , it- was fo britle that it could not be handled 
without breaking fonac parts of it* but by careful laying 
of it to dry, it was thereby feme what hardened. 

He added, that he had taken one of this kind of filh the 
latter end of this Summer^but had left it with a friend at a- 
nother port where he had been*. Mean time he promifed to 
procure it for me when he ftiould fail thither again, if it 
were not then broken or defaced. I hope I Ihall en- 
gage him for the future to take better notice of what 
may be remarkable about it* Upon occafion I have 
ir quired of divers other Filhcrmen and Mariners, but can 
meet with none other that ever have takeu any of thefe 
fifties* This Fiiherman could not tell me of any name it 
hath,and*cis in all likehhood yet namelefsjbeing not com- 
monly known as other Fiih are. But, until a fitter Enj^hjb 
name be found for it, why may it not be called (in regard 
of what hath been before mentioned of it ) a Basl^t-Ft/h, 
or a Ne< Ftfh, or a Purftmt-Ftjh ? 

I fend you withal a litle Box,with a Curiofity in it,which 

perhaps will be counted a triflle , yet 'tis rarely to be met 

with even here. It is the curioufly contrived Neii of a 

Humming'Btrd'^. fo called from the ^ ^- , . ^ , 

L • T •> 1 u ui'/i. ■- "'' Of wluett fee a notable 

humming noife it maketh whil ft it Defeription in the Hiftoiy 

flies* 'Tis an exceeding litle Bird, of the /(«»</« /.i.t.iy.m.iy. 

and only fcen in Summer,and moft- l^^l '' ^'^^ '^* "'"^^ «^ 
ly in Gardens.flying from flower to 
flower, fucking Hony out of ihe flowers as a Bee doth; 

as it flieth uot lighting on the flow- ^ Th«f<i iggs wer- fo 

er, but hovering over it, fucking fmaii, that being weighed 

with its long Bill a fweet fubftancc. ^'^^^ !f l'"l" I '^' ?"' 

^, -^ u /- i.t n. n weighed but about 5 grains. 

There are in the lame Neft two of the other ^i;And the whole 
that Birds Eggs*? Whether they N«ft weighed no more then 
ufe to have more at once, 1 Know ^"^ ^"^^'"'" 
not* Ineverfawbutoneof chafe Nefl;s before 5 and that 

Lll was 
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was fent over formerly, with fome other Rarities, but rhc 

VefTel mifcarrying you received them not* 

An EnraU out of the 3d ani 7th Venetian Giornale de Let* 
ter^ti, CBHCirning the Formation e/Ta:tus's. 

THe Author of thefe Journals, propofeth in the third 
of them this Inquiry, W^. 

Wherein confifts the cau[a for matrix of the Fatus j whe« 
therin the native Hcat,asthc Ancients taught; or in Moti* 
on,as the Moderns are inclined to believe; And if the latter, 
whence that motion proceeds, and hefe it is diverfificd 
for the confervation of various (pecies's > 

The Journalift having been informedj thatSignor Cie- 
ronymoBarbato^ piiblick Profeflbur of Practical Phyfick at 
Tadua, and Phyfitian in Venice, had written a Book upon 
thatfubjed:, and illaftrated it with new Anatomical Dia* 
grams, all ready for the Prefs 5 did, it feems, obtain the 
perufal of the Original Manufcript, and perrailEon withal, 
to make an Extrad thereof, which in this Joarnal he pre« 
fents the Curious with, to ftay their defire whii'ft the whole 
Differtation is printing. This BrevJate we thought fit to 
Englijb hereout of the Italian, as followethj 

The Author , Signer Ciertn* Barbato^ firft delivers the 
chief Sentiments of the^Ancients and Moderns concerning 
the Formative Ssul^ ihewing that from variety of thofe O- 
pinions there refults nothing but darkncfs. He alfo men- 
tions fome others touching the ufeofthe Teflickr, vrhom he 
modcftly refuteth, animadverting upon fome Errors both 
of old and new Anatomifts. Then he difcourfeth of fome 
principal parts conftituting the fame, which he thinks have 
not been rightly obferved hitherto: And beginning with 
the vafa pampinifermia , he affirms, that they are made up 
of a great many Arteries, and of one only Vein, and that 
this vein , being confiderably big , is circularly fcituate,' 
that fo it may the more conveniently unite it felf, by a cu- 
rioufly contrived anaflomofis , to thofe many Arteries* 
Then he defcribeth the Vfe of thefe Pampiniform veflels, 
informing us, Thatthefaid Arteries are not dirtUly infers 

ted 



